Dr. Irmgard Ziegler was born 1927 in Garmisch in the Bavarian Alps, and died peacefully in Munich in June 2015 at the age of 88. In 1955 she married Dr. Hubert Ziegler (later Professor of Botany at the University of Munich who died in 2009) a young colleague with similar scientific interests. They worked together for several years partly in the same laboratory and research fields. She had one son who is a hospital radiologist and two granddaughters.
After completing high school in Wuerzburg during the World War II years, she studied chemistry, biology and geography in Munich from 1945 to 1949 under difficult circumstances. Thereafter she taught these subjects in Garmisch and Munich until 1953 . During that period she discovered unconjugated pteridines in the skin pigments of amphibians and reptiles which culminated in a doctoral thesis from the University of Munich. During the following years she worked in the fields of chemistry, biochemistry and physiology of pteridines. From the mid of 1950s -first in Zurich, and later at the Cold Spring Harbor Laboratories (NY) -she continued researching pteridines in insects, and learnt about the genetics of bacteria.
In the 1960s she lived with her family in Darmstadt near Frankfurt where she continued her work especially on tetrahydrobiopterin as an enzyme cofactor, in blood and cancer cells. In addition she worked in the field of photosynthesis and together with her husband, discovered an enzyme which is regulated by light during CO 2 fixation. After their return to Munich in the 1970s and 1980s she worked at the research center of the German Science Foundation (GSF) with a focus on pterins in the blood and hemopoietic cells.
Dr. Ziegler was a dedicated research scientist whose interests were always in biochemistry and physiology at the cellular and acellular levels, with the aim of discovering new functions of pteridines in living cells. As a senior author she contributed to no less than 123 original research papers in reputable journals, and her experimental input was always very substantial. She had the scientific courage to embrace many different disciplines at the same time, and was not daunted by new techniques. She was resourceful, innovative and attracted funding for her research work. At the personal level she was very generous with her co-workers and friends, sharing her work with others. She and her husband were well travelled, combining scientific study with exploration. They made two long visits to Australia and had many friends there. She frequently attended and contributed papers at conferences and workshops organized by the International Society of Pteridinology, and was missed after she retired. She was always an active participant, and well informed about advances in her field.
After retiring from active scientific work she remained interested in all developments in her fields of research, and until the very end the Internet was her most important window to the scientific world. Dr. Ziegler was also dedicated to her family and very proud of her loving granddaughters' development and academic progress. She will be sadly missed.
